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‘_i,cosystem Serwces

Ecosystem services are the beneflts we get from nature: -
for free! Theseinclude cleanair, freshwater po‘lllnatlon ]
of plants, and even the joy we experlence from belng in.
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1.6 billionpeoplerelyon
forestsforfood,fuel,
employment, andshelter.
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1.6 billion people around the
worlddependonforestsfor
wood, food, fuel,
employment, and shelter.




Forestsandtreessupport4
billionpeople,including
small-scale farmers.
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Forestsandtreessupport4
billionpeople,including
small-scale farmers.




Pollinators contribute to
25% of globalfood crops.
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Pollinators contribute to
75% of globalfood crops.




Four Categories of Ecosystem Services
(Millennium Ecosystem Assessment)

Provisioning
Services

Regulating
Services




Provisioning
Services

Fruits, vegetables, trees, fish, and livestock are direct products
of ecosystemsthat we have atour disposal.Provisioning
servicesrefer toallthe benefits thatcanbe obtained from
nature.In additiontofood, other types of provisioning services
include drinking water, timber, firewood, natural gas, oils,
plantsthat canbe transformedinto clothing and other
materials,and medicinal benefits



Regulating
Services

Plants purify the air and filter water,bacteriadecompose
waste,beespollinate flowers,andtreerootshold the soilin
placetopreventerosion. Allthese processes work together to
keep ecosystemsclean, sustainable, functional, andresilient
to change.Regulating servicesinclude pollination,
decomposition, water purification, erosion and flood control,
carbonstorage, and climateregulation.



Ecosystemsthemselves would notbe sustainable without the
consistency of underlying naturalprocessessuchas
photosynthesis, nutrient cycling, soil formation,and the water
cycle.These processesenable the Earth to sustainnotonly
entire ecosystemsandhumansbut alsoits fundamental life
forms. Without supporting services, provisioning, regulating,
and culturalservices could not exist.



The importance of ecosystems for the humanmindcanbe
tracedback to the beginning of humanity when ancient
civilizations paintedimages of animals, plants, and weather
oncave walls. Culturalservices are anintangible benefit that
contributestohumandevelopment and cultural progress;
theyinclude the construction of knowledge and the spread of
ideas, creativity arising frominteractions with nature in music,
art, and architecture, as well asrecreation.



Ecosystem Services & the
Economy

« Many servicesare notpricedinthe market=they’re
undervalued Y

e Yet,the global value of ecosystem servicesis estimated at
$125-145 trillion/year



We are not just consumersof nature - we are partofit.

Thank you

https://www.zentrumib.org/
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